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Jesus says in Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

It is a familiar verse, but during stewardship season, it invites us to consider an im-
portant question: Where are our hearts?

Stewardship is sometimes reduced to budgets, pledge cards, and keeping the lights on.
Those things matter. Churches have buildings to maintain, staff to support, programs
to fund, and ministries to sustain. But stewardship in the United Church of Christ in
general, and at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge in particular, is ultimately
about something much deeper. It is about deciding what kind of church—and what
kind of world—we want to help create. Every time we give, we make a statement

about what matters.

LR ERE
OUR
HEARTS
WILL BE

First Congregational Church
Stewardship Campaign

—— 2026 —

When we support our
church, we say that extrava-
gant welcome matters. We
believe there should be plac-
es where people can walk
through the doors and dis-
cover that whoever they are
and wherever they are on
life’s journey, they are wel-
come.

We say that justice matters.
Our resources help us stand
alongside people whose
voices have been ignored,
challenge systems that di-
minish human dignity, and
work toward the beloved
community Jesus envisioned.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...




We say that community matters. In an increasingly
fractured and isolated society, the church continues
bringing people together across differences to wor-
ship, learn, serve, laugh, grieve, celebrate, and care
for one another.

And we say that hope matters. Every gift supports
ministries proclaiming that cynicism does not have
the final word, injustice is not inevitable, and God is
still creating possibilities for healing and transfor-
mation.

This is why stewardship is not primarily about what
the church wants from us. It is about what God can
accomplish through us. It’s about making God the
foundation of everyday living!

Jesus understood something profound about money
and possessions. Our treasure does not simply follow
our hearts; our hearts often follow our treasure.
When we invest ourselves generously in compassion,
justice, community, and love, those values take deep-
er root within us.

So perhaps our stewardship question this year should
not simply be, “How much can | give?”

Perhaps we should ask:

What do | treasure?

What kind of church do | want us to become?
What kind of world do | want to leave behind?
Then let us place our treasure there.

Because where our treasure is, our hearts will surely
follow.

Grace for the journey,

Scripture:  Exodus 16:2-15

Message: “Tensions in the Wilderness”

GUEST PREACHER—Rev. Connie Stone

Scripture:  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Message: “Wisdom for the Way”

Scripture:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Message: “There Our Hearts Will Be: Where Our Hearts
Are”

Scripture:  Proverbs 3:1-12

Message: “There Our Hearts Will Be: Fruitful Hearts”

Scripture:  John 14:1-14

Message: “There Our Hearts Will Be: Troubled Hearts”

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12

Message: “There Our Hearts Will Be: Treasure in Clay Jars”

Scripture:

Message: “There Our Hearts Will Be: Awesome God”

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

Message: “There Our Hearts Will Be: Trust Your Heart”

Scripture:  Luke 17:11-19

Message: “But the Other 9?”




We pray for the names listed below and also
for many other church members and their
concerns, which remain confidential. You
may call or text Diana Caldwell with your
prayer concerns @ 330-265-5723.

Please remember in prayer:

Brian Allman Gary Rambler

Cindie Anderson Ensign 5 Kaylie Spear
Debbie B. Lt. Maxwell Spear
The Becking Family Jeff Sullivan

Joyce Bojarski Richard and Karen
Margarete Boschert Thomason

Ryan Boylan Troy and Kara

Jim Caplinger Lloyd Troyer
Matthew Chapman Kim and Noel Walters
Jane Charles PO3 Kaitlyn Wetter
Patty Conely Don Woerz

Jeffry Cotton Alzheimer's Caregiver
Betty Cottrill Support Group

Bob Davis

Rylin Davis and family
Susan Dean

Sean and Sara Doty
Ron Drake

Elaine Engle

Ron Evans

Darrell Goodson
Eleanor Hall

Jim Jackson

Nancy Johnson

Anita Kelly-Lahrmer
The Klinginsmith Family
Yvonne Larson

Bill Laymon

Roberta Lewis

Kitty Maddox

Carol McFarland

Jack and Helen McKee
Donna Phillips

Bob Poff

Lt. John Norton

\
PASTOR ™
=\ EMERITUS
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Faithful Service

Lasting Legacy

Honoring The Rev. Dr. John Schluep

FCC Tallmadge is delighted to announce that on Sunday,
October 18, we will confer upon The Rev. Dr. John Schluep
the honorary title of Pastor Emeritus. This recognition cele-
brates John’s faithful service, dedicated leadership, and en-
during love for our congregation. Please join us for worship
as we honor his ministry and express our heartfelt gratitude
for his lasting legacy among us. There will be a cupcake and
punch reception following the worship service.

MEN'S
PRAYER

BREAKFAST

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 | 9:00 AM




August 2026

Aug. 2026 YTD

295,000
290,000
285,000 -
280,000 -
275,000 -
270,000 -
265,000 -
260,000 -
255,000 -
250,000 -
245,000 -

August 2026 operating income of $26,644
was $6,100 below the monthly income
need. Operating expenses for the month
were $34,567 resulting in a deficit of
(57,925) in August, and a YTD deficit of
(519,965). Faith Offerings have run low all
summer while we have had extra expenses
this year. We continue to hope for a strong
2026 as we move toward the fall season in
September, with new and growing minis-
tries, and we look forward in prayer to a
theology of generosity and the ability to
strengthen the growth of our ministries as
we move through the year. Contact the
Church office to find out how to sign up for
automatic monthly giving. Offerings may
also be made online through a link on our
website, mailed to the Church or sent from
your bank’s online system.

Walk in love, as Christ loved us
Ephesians 5:2

Advocating for Change— Neighbors in Need Special Offering

In 1999, General Synod affirmed four Special Mission Offerings
for the United Church of Christ. Out of the four, the Neighbors
in Need offering was highlighted as the offering for justice and
compassion. The offering was tasked to help the church
“advocate for a society where all people have a voice in the
decisions that affect their lives.” Today, this legacy continues
as we follow the mandate for the offering to create justice not
only through direct aid, but also through advocating for
change. These advocacy efforts take place in partnership with
the Washington, D.C., Office of Public Policy and Advocacy, the
Education for Faithful Action Team, and recipients of the
Neighbors in Need grants. Together, folks across the UCC work
together to affect policy change guided by our faith. When you
give to Neighbors in Need, you make sure the United Church
of Christ continues to be a leader for justice. Two-thirds of the
offering supports justice projects across the church, and one-
third supports the Council for American Indian Ministries.
Thank you for your gifts!

&

Help Support
Our Organization!

SHOP =2 & EARN
5% CASH BACK

Commumty

IT'S EASY!

Save your Acme Fresh Market
receipts dated August 1, 2026
— February 15, 2027 to help us
raise money!




JOIN OUR FALL STUDIES!

We have Book Study on Wednesdays at 12pm
and Bible Study on Wednesdays at 1 pm. Join
Rev. Dan and your church friends for one or
both of these great studies!

Tired of Apologizing™ " , ¥
for a Church TIRED OF

I Don’t Belong To APOLOGIZING
v = cliRcH

A JOURNEY FROM SHAME TO BELONGING® ;'t | I DON'T BELONG TO
An honest, hopeful invitation to stop defending BT | i =

a faith that doesn't reflect Jesus—
and start building a faith you're proud

to call home. ——
& EE " “I'm not dane
with Church.
2 = I'm done with
QUESTION RECLAIM REIMAGINE BELONG prerendm; %
Let go of guilt. Discover Jesus | Envision the Church  Find your people: 3
Ask better of grace, justice, God is still Live your faith. "S5 4(?'
questions. and love. becoming. - ' &t s e

TE-
? G537

THE CHRONOLOGICAL ¥

STUDY OF THE BIBLE

=3>- (od’s Story. Qur Story. One Story. <<= _

Understanding the Bible in the order o
of events helps us see the big picture
of God's unfolding plan of redemption. i

—O—— OO I

EARLY CHURCH PAUL IN PRISON MATURING THE FAITH 2* \
LAW & THE COVENANT AD 60-62 AD 64-68 \

JAMES COLOSSIANS

FAITH THAT WORKS

HEBREWS

JESUS, OUR GREAT
HIGH PRIEST

1

* Faith in action
* Endurance in trials
« Caring for others

* Living out what
we believe

+ Christ is supreme
* Fullness found in Him

* Jesus is greater

* Faith with confidence
* Hold fast to hope

* Draw near to God

* New life in Christ

* Strong in faith,
rooted in love

)\ ONE STORY ONE PEOPLE
N deemed,

You Can Still Join Choir!

If you love to sing and would like to join our choir, please
come to a choir rehearsal on Thursdays at 7:00 PM in the
Choir Room. We would love to welcome you to our choir

family! —Nancy Lynn

CROP Walk

CROP Hunger Walks are commu-
nity-led interfaith events that
raise funds to end hunger locally
and around the world. Participa-
tion impacts individuals and fam-
ilies in more than 35 countries.

In many developing nations,

people could walk up to six miles a day to get food and wa-
ter. One in nine people worldwide lack access to clean wa-
ter and a healthy diet. We walk to show solidarity and to
bring awareness while raising funds for permanent change.

From its birth in 1969, CWS-sponsored CROP Hunger Walks
have grown to include walkers of all ages, faiths and back-
grounds in more than 500 communities throughout the U.S.
The CROP Hunger Walk is the only nationwide walk that ad-
dresses hunger both locally and globally.

You can make a difference against the fight of hunger! Join
FCC Tallmadge for CROP Walk 2026 on Sunday,

October 11", 2026, at Goodyear Metropolitan Park on New-
ton Street. Registration beings at 1:30pm with the walk
starting at 2pm. If you are interested in being a walker,
please sign up with Anne Pertick
(anne.pertick@fcctallmadge.org) or Dan Doty

(ddoty66@gmail.com). If you can’t be

involved as a walker, support our youth
walkers and the CROP Walk by giving a
donation. Donations can be given using
the QR code or dropped off to the
office.

THE HERALD

page 5




STOP THE BLEED

An Important, Life-Saving Program
Thursday, October 1, 12:00 pm
We are excited to welcome a speaker from the
Cleveland Clinic to our October meeting for an
= important and potentially life-saving program
called “Stop the Bleed.”

JOIN US FOR A LIFE-SAVING TRAINING EVENT!

" OCTOBER 1 AT 12 PM

SPEAKER FROM CLEVELAND CLINIC ————

0 @ ‘ 3 Cleveland Clinic EW!
REAL SKILLS. i W—

PRESSURE Tounmousr THE WOUND REAL LIVES. > MEN T00L. <

This hands-on course teaches the public three
basic actions that can help save a life by stopping
PROVIDED \ . E"!,EENT spomfvfmw life-threatening bleeding following an everyday
emergency or disaster. It is an excellent program

(charcuterie box)

that provides practical skills everyone can benefit from knowing.
We are opening this program to the entire congregation—yes, men too! Everyone is welcome.
A delicious charcuterie box lunch will be provided by Women’s Fellowship. There is no charge.

The presentation typically lasts about an hour. Depending on the number of participants, we may go an additional
10-15 minutes to allow plenty of time for questions and the hands-on portion of the training.

Registration is required to attend. Deadline to register is September 27.

We hope you’ll take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to learn skills that could one day help you save a life!

Ladies, join our video study and chair yoga
Mondays, Beginning September 21.

Mondays @ 12:30 pm | Video study in the theater

Max Lucado "Jesus - The God Who Knows Your

Name" - we will have 6 sessions.
Support on your schedule
Join us in person or attend virtual experiences.

JOINUS!!

Thursday 10am- Coach Cathy
Thursday 6pm- Coach Heidi

Mondays @ 2:00 pm | Chair yoga in Fellowship Hall

Come and fellowship with us and participate in some
s,;;n,,,so,,codm,o,,,cq,,, fun chair yoga - not too hard, just stretching and

Saturday 7:30am- Coach Wendy
Saturday 9am- Coach Wendy for $20/month—that’s less than

breathing exercises.
Doors open 30 minutes prior ﬁ m
Workshops last 30 minutes

with a 12-month commitment.**

Want to come check out a workshop
before deciding if you want to join or
not? Come to a meeting for free! Bring a
friend an( all the questions and we'll be

1appy to support you!

WEIGHT WATGHERS

@ FCC Tallmadge in the David Bacon Room

Thank you to Women'’s Fellowship for including me
in your donations to the Kitchen Shower. | really ap-
preciate all that | received.

—Teresa Snyder, Head Custodian




UNITED MINISTRIES

YOUTH UPDATE
What We’ve Been Up To UPCOMING

The youth of FCC have hit the ground running in fun, faith, EVENTS

fellowship, and service since the start of our program year!

We kicked off the year with our third annual Movie Night. 4 Faith In Action Class
- . . @ FCC 9-9:45am

The weather may have kept us inside this year, but it cer- ocT Vit RO

tainly didn’t keep us from having fun! We wrote prayer tick-

ets for one another, lifting up prayers for the school year ll sunday In Service

ahead. We also wrote down our fears and worries and gave oCT TBA

them back to God through the spirit of fire—a reminder that

we don’t have to carry our worries alone. And, of course, l Faith In Action Class

@ FCC 9-9:45am
our night couldn’t be complete without a huge concession OCT Youth Room

stand filled with all the goodies needed for a perfect movie

night! 2 5 Youth Fellowship

Cedar Point 10am-9pm
oct | € P

We’ve also been busy in conversation during our Vision

Night, dreaming and planning together for the year ahead. FCC UNITED YOUTH MINISTRY
Our youth shared their ideas and helped shape a year filled
with opportunities to give back, grow in faith, build friend-
ships, and have plenty of fun along the way!

Our first Sunday in service project of the year took us back
to our neighboring community of North Hill in Akron for First
Serve’s Annual Day of Service. It was a beautiful day filled
with opportunities to worship, fellowship, and give back
alongside more than 550 volunteers from many different
backgrounds and faith communities—all coming together

“First Se

with one common goal: to serve together.

First Serve is a wonderful reminder that serving is about
more than simply completing a project. It’s about giving
hope, building relationships, and making a difference in both
big and small ways.

Our UM youth and adults rolled up their sleeves, grabbed
paintbrushes and rollers, and got to work giving bright new
life to a mural on the preschool playground at North High
School. It was a wonderful day of working together, serving
our neighbors, and living out our faith through action.

We are excited to continue growing, serving and having fun
as we see where God leads us in the month ahead!

THE HERALD



Faith in Action

Our Faith In Action groups are back in

session. We meet Sunday mornings at

9:00 AM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays.

207 Roberta Nehrenz and Jill DiNuoscio
ages 4 to 2nd grade

204 Dianne Drummond
grades 3rd— 5th (this class would like to meet
every week)

102 Kyle and George Herron
grades 6th— 12th

Fld'_l'H

ACTION

Worship Art Ministry (WAM)

We have started meeting weekly for WAM.
Children 5th grade and younger discover the
weekly scripture through art and activities.
We will head to the Fellowship Hall most Sun-
days following the Children’s Message.

We would love your child to bring his or her
bible to WAM if they have received it.

A\ A /A
‘WAM

(WORSHlP ART MINISTRY)
== cmmmm,,

Roots and Wings is a fellowship group for parents or grandparents and grandchil-

Oct. 11 @ 4:30
ROOTS AND WINGS Nov. 8 @ 4:30

dren to grow in faith and friendship together. Inspired by Colossians 2:6—7, we
seek to be “rooted and built up in Him” as we share activities, stories, and time
that strengthen family bonds and create lasting memories. This is open to all chil-
dren, but our activities will be geared toward elementary-aged grandchildren. If
your child wants to come and doesn’t have a local grandparent, we can find an
adoptive grandparent that would like to participate. The next few meetings will be
Stewardship and how we can get involved

Pie making (RSVP required)

Save the date - November 13-14 | Grades 3-4-5 Lock-In

sleep at the church.

All students in grades 3-5 are invited to join a lock-in at the church. We will play games, eat, watch a movie and

Board of Christian Education

is looking for new board members. If you have
a passion for Christian education (young
through adult), we need you. We are looking
for new ideas, new energy and a willingness to
work on new vision for our board. Please see
Wendy Brown or Sarah Ickes if you would like
to know more. We generally meet the last
Sunday of the month at 9 AM.

THE HERALD

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

We are going to have a Christmas Pageant on Decem-
ber 20 and invite all children who are in 5th grade or
younger to participate. We do ask that those who
want speaking parts (actors) be in 2nd—>5th grade.
We will be practicing with our ac-

tors on Oct. 28 @ 4:30 pm.

Those who want to be in the pag-

eant with non-speaking parts (1st

grade and younger) will be added

- a’"stm«; Pageant gghca(sa\ *
S —

to practice in December.
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Treehouse Preschool

Treehouse Preschool opened for the 2026-27 school year last week. We ask that you pray for our teachers as
they begin the school year. Pray for parents and little ones as well as they start a new adventure of learning and
friendship building.

We are looking for substitutes. Our work day is 8:45— 3:15 and pay our subs $80/day. If you have a desire to
work with preschool age children and are physically able to interact with them, please talk with Wendy. You are
required to complete the following:

1.Background check

mg T
. . . ,&o‘ﬂ\ng Oge[é
2.CPR and First Aid class—in-person 6 hours @) G
3.Child Abuse Awareness class-online 1 hour
4 State rules and ratio requirement class— online 1.5 hours &
5.Physical from your physician including immunization records
Treehouse
6.Proof of high school diploma Preschool

Our Newsletter Is Changing

As good stewards of both our financial resources and God’s creation, we are making an important change to
our church newsletter. Beginning soon, our traditional printed monthly newsletter will transition to a quarterly
online publication. We anticipate making this change beginning in the first quarter of 2027.

This change will provide significant savings by reducing
postage expenses, paper use, and copier and printer costs. “w“
It is also an environmentally responsible step, helping us Co"“'
use fewer resources while continuing to keep our congre-

gation informed and connected. The proposed deadlines
for each of the 2027 editions is:

« New Format ¢
W ighs,,

CHURCH

NEWSLETTER
i

December 12, 2026 — Winter 2027

(covering January, February, and March) \”/ =
March 11, 2027 — Spring 2027 il ‘ ﬁ O 9
A GREENER 3'2;%‘.’:‘2 °”Mi%ﬂ‘“ WEEKLY EMAIL

(covering April, May, and June) TOMORROW

June 10, 2027 — Summer 2027 é ;W
(covering July, August, and September)
PEOPLE ﬂ COMMUNITY ﬂ CREATION

A MORE SUSTAINABLE WAY TO SHARE OUR STORY

p

September 9, 2027 — Fall 2027
(covering October, November, and December)

The quarterly newsletter will be easy to find. Each new edition will be posted on our church website and all our
social media feeds, and a link will be included in our weekly Saturday email blast.

We also recognize that not everyone has convenient access to electronic communication. No one will be left
out. A limited number of printed copies will remain available, and newsletters can be mailed to those who need
them. New format—same church family, staying connected!




August 23
September 6 111

September 20
September 27
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25
November 1
November 8

November 15

‘Worship Attendance
71 (Picnic Sunday)
September 13 98

127 August 30

Greeters
Margie Popio
Sylvia Taylor
Carol Kroah & Janet McCaulley
Joe and Tom Labay
Mark and Cathleen Clark
Dan Thomas

Joe and Tom Labay

Dan Thomas

September 20
September 27
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25
November 1
November 8

November 15

Altar Flowers

Becky Michael
Bonnie Fordham
Cliff and Sue Yeager

Margie Popio

Don Simmons

October 4

October 11
October 18
October 25

November 1 Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Tom Labay, Joe Labay
November 8 Sandy Haydu, Karen Huth, Kim Darkow, Dan Thomas

November 15 Dave Marconi, Dan Thomas, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Ushers

September 20 Dave Marconi, Dan Thomas, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers
September 27 Joe Labay, Ann and Patrick Hagan, Larry Robinson
Larry Robinson, Dave Marconi, Tom Labay, Joe Labay
Sandy Haydu, Karen Huth, Kim Darkow, Dan Thomas
Dave Marconi, Dan Thomas, Sandy Haydu, Gary Myers

Larry Robinson, Patrick Hagan, Tom Labay, Joe Labay




4
9:00 AM—Faith in Ac-
tion

10:00 AM—Worship/
World Communion
Sunday

1

9:00 AM—EC Meeting

10:00 AM—Worship
11:30 AM—UM Sun-
day in Service

4:30 PM—Roots and
Wings

18

9:00 AM—Faith in Ac-
tion

10:00 AM—Worship

25

10:00 AM—Worship/
Reformation Sunday
6:00 PM—WJHM

6:30 PM—Youth Fellow-

ship

5

12:30 PM— Ladies
Video Study

2:00 PM—Chair Yoga
5:00 PM Social Action
6:00 PM—Heritage
6:00 PM—Scouts
6:30 PM—Trustees
Meeting

12

12:30 PM— Ladies
Video Study

2:00 PM—Chair Yoga
6:00 PM—Scouts
6:00 PM—Heritage

19

12:30 PM— Ladies
Video Study

2:00 PM—Chair Yoga
6:00 PM—Heritage
6:00 PM—Scouts

26

12:30 PM— Ladies
Video Study

2:00 PM—Chair Yoga
6:00 PM—Heritage
6:00 PM—Scouts

6
6:00 PM—Naranon

13
10:30 AM—ACSG
6:00 PM—Naranon

20
6:00 PM—Naranon
6:00 PM—Cards

27
10:30 AM—ACSG
6:00 PM—Naranon

7

9:00 AM—Quilters
12:00 PM—Book
Study

1:00 PM—Bible Study

7:00 PM—Cub Scouts

14

9:00 AM—Quilters
12:00 PM—Book
Study

1:00 PM—Bible Study

7:00 PM—Cub Scouts

21

9:00 AM—Quilters
12:00 PM—Book
Study

1:00 PM—Bible Study

7:00 PM—Cub Scouts

28

9:00 AM—Quilters
12:00 PM—Book
Study

1:00 PM—Bible Study
4:30 PM—Pageant
Practice

7:00 PM—Cub Scouts

10:00 AM—WW
12:00 PM—WF
Event

6:00 PM—WW

6:00 PM—Bells
7:00 pm—Choir

8

10:00 AM—WW
1:00 PM—Staff
Meeting

6:00 PM—WW

6:00 PM—Bells
7:00 pm—Choir

15

HERALD DEADLINE

10:00 AM—WW
1:00 PM—Staff
Meeting

6:00 PM—WW

6:00 PM—Bells
7:00 pm—Choir

22

10:00 AM—WW
1:00 PM—Staff
Meeting

6:00 PM—WW

6:00 PM—Bells
7:00 pm—Choir

29

10:00 AM—WW
1:00 PM—Staff
Meeting

6:00 PM—WW

6:00 PM—Bells
7:00 pm—Choir

1 2 3

16

23

30

7:30/9:00 AM—WW

10
7:30/9:00 AM—WW

17
7:30/9:00 AM—WW

24

7:30/9:00 AM—WW
9:00 AM—Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

31
7:30/9:00 AM—WW
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Spiritual and Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts
Alzheimer's Caregiver
Support Group and
Elders Ministry Roberta Nehrenz 330.634.0713 rgnehrenz@att.net
Hearts in Service Janet McCaulley 330.633.3775
Barbara Rowles 34babs@sbcglobal.net
Prayer Chain Diana Caldwell 330.265.5723 scdcg@icloud.com
Yarning for Peace Elaine Engle 330.633.0896 elengle@aol.com
Staff E-Mail Addresses
Rev. Daniel Doty Senior Minister seniorminister@fcctallmadge.org
Cathy Cotter Administrative Coordinator info@fcctallmadge.org
Wendy Brown Director of Family Ministries wendy.brown@fcctallmadge.org
Nancy Lynn Robinson Choir Director / Organist nrbgp@aol.com
Anne Pertick Digital Minister/ digitalministry@fcctallmadge.org
Youth Ministries Coordinator unitedministry@fcctallmadge.org
Bill Hoover Finance Administrator bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net
Teresa Snyder Head Custodian budrose42@yahoo.com
Gary Marlow Sunday Custodian
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