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First Congregational 

Church of Tallmadge 
United Church of Christ 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
SERVICE  

 
 

April 3, 2026   7:00 P.M.  

 

     Entrance Antiphon: “If any want to become my followers, let them deny  
themselves and take up their cross and follow me …”  

     

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE     
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  Holy One, only You know fully where we are on this Good 
Friday evening. 

C:  While we are blessed with much, we also carry troubles of 
our own, and deep worries about the well-being of oth-
ers. We have come here tonight to receive from You, sa-
cred light for the next three days of our Lenten journey. 

L:  Source of all Light, may we experience your presence to-
night, 

C:  in the dance of candlelight, in the beauty of music, in the 
wisdom of sacred writings, in the humbleness of our 
prayers, and in the grace you alone can supply. Come Ho-
ly One, be present among us. 

 

 

     *OPENING HYMN              #284 

 “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”  
 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
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    *OPENING PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

L: Brothers and sisters, we are called to be children of 
the day and not children of the night.  

C:  We come tonight knowing that we have not always 
 lived according to your love and grace. We have  not 
 confessed your name enough, we have not  spoken 
 up about love and forgiveness, we have done 
 wrong towards you and our neighbor.  Forgive what 
 our hearts no longer can bear and what has  
 become for us a consuming fire of judgment 
 blocking your love to us. Set us free from a past that 
 we cannot change, open us to a future in which we 
 can be changed and grant us  grace to grow more 
 and more in your likeness and image through Jesus 
 Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

*SILENT PRAYER & ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Shadow1:  Lonely and Abandoned 

 

LESSON  Matthew 26:36-45  
 

Silent Reflection  
 

HYMN    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  #272 
vs. 1 

 

Shadow 2:  Deserted by All 

 

LESSON  Matthew 26:47-56  
 

 

 

SURVIVING THE SHADOWS 
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Silent Reflection  

 

HYMN    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  #272 
vs. 2 

 
Shadow 3:  On Trial 

 
LESSON  Matthew 26:57-75  

Silent Reflection  

 

HYMN    “Ah, Holy Jesus”   #262 
     vs. 1 –2 

 

Shadow 4: The Shadow of the Cross 

 

LESSON  Mark 15:12-20  
 

Silent Reflection  
 

HYMN    “To Mock Your Reign”  #278 
     

Shadow 5: The Shadow of Crucifixion 

 

LESSON  Matthew 27:33-44  

   Luke 23:32-34  
 

Silent Reflection  

 

FORGIVE THEM?  
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Shadow 6:  The Shadow of Death 

 

LESSON  Matthew 27:45-51  

 

THE VEIL OF THE TEMPLE WAS TORN IN TWO 

 

Silent Reflection  
 

HYMN   “He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word”  #280 
 

THE SHADOW FALLS 

 

The Christ candle is extinguished  
 

Silent Reflection  
 

BENEDICTION 

________________________________________________ 

Remain for as long as you like and then                          
depart in silence.  
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