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WELCOME 
The chimes call us to a time of worship 
 

Greeting    Liturgist 
  

Prelude    

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” - arr. Burkhardt 

Organ: Nancy Lynn Robinson 
© 1990 Morning Star Music Publishers. All rights reserved. 

      (Please stand.) 

   *Call to Worship   Liturgist 
 One:  Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior!  
 All:   We give thanks for this day that leads to the cross! 
 One:  Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs! Fill the air 
   with welcome to the Lord!  

  All:   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of   

    the Lord.  

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

First Congregational Church of 
Tallmadge  

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
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 Liturgist: Missy Newcomer 
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*Opening Hymn      
“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” #267  
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   *Call to Confession  
 

   *Opening Prayer    

Holy God, sure of your faithfulness even in your dying, comforted 
by your compassion toward your people in every age, we beg your 
mercy for our imperfect gratitude. We have looked to you for pal-
try favors, when you have given everything. We have withheld 
from your people, our neighbors, and from your creation, our 
Earth, the care and tending they deserve. We have rejected the 
cornerstone you sent to build a people of righteousness even 
here, today. Forgive our failings. Heal what we have broken, nur-
ture what we have neglected, and lead us to your vision, so that 
we may know the peace of wholeness in you; in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

*Declaration of Forgiveness  

*Passing the Peace  
  One:  As a forgiven and reconciled people - let us offer signs  
    of Christ’s peace to one another 
  Greeting:   “The peace of Christ be with you!” 
  Response:  “And also with you” 
 

     Special Music   
“The Palms” - arr. Belcher 

Chancel Bells, Director:  Rev. Daniel Doty 
© Public Domain  
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A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US 
   Children’s Message 
   Anthem   

“Lift Up Your heads and Sing!” - Wagner 

Chancel Choir, Director:  Nancy Lynn Robinson 
© 2005 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

 

WE LIFT OUR PRAISE  
& PRAYER TO GOD 

 
Naming our Prayers before God 
Moments of Silent Prayer 
Intercessory Prayer w/ Lord’s Prayer (using debts/debtors)  

 
HEARING GOD’S WORD FOR THE DAY 

      Scripture Lessons 
  First Lesson:  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
  his steadfast love endures for ever!  
2 Let Israel say,   
‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
 

 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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  that I may enter through them 
  and give thanks to the Lord.  
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
  the righteous shall enter through it.  
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
  and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing; 
  it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
  O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!  
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27 The Lord is God, 
  and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
  up to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
  you are my God, I will extol you.  
29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
  for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

 Liturgist:  The Word of God for the people of God 

 Everyone:  THANKS BE TO GOD  
 

    *Hymn of Preparation  
“Outside the Holy City”   

(words on the following page) 

 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 27:27-31 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s head-

quarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They 

stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some  

 
      

 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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1. Outside the holy city 
Unnumbered footsteps throng, 
And crowded mart and streets of trade 
Fling back a swelling song. 
The voices echo nearer, 
In flaming hope they sing: 
Throw down your branches at His feet! 
Hosanna to the King! 
 
2. Once more beside a city 
The Son of David waits, 
Once more the children throng to bring 
A welcome at the gates. 
Within are hearts sore burdened 
And feet that go astray; 
O Christ of God, come near and walk 
Our city streets today! 
 
3. The branches that we offer 
Are no unmeaning sign; 
Take Thou the hands we lift on high 
And make them wholly Thine. 
No songs of shallow welcome 
Are these we raise to Thee; 
O give us faith to face the cross 
And set Thy city free! 
 
4. A distant music mingles 
With all our songs today, 
The chorale from a city fair 
Where sin has passed away. 
There rides the Christ triumphant 
And victor songs ring clear; 
O God, give us the strength to build 
With Christ that city here! 

Outside the Holy City 
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thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 

hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 

Jews!’ 30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the 

head.31After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  

 Liturgist:  The Word of God for the people of God 

 Everyone:  THANKS BE TO GOD  

   Sermon   
  “What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian?:  

  Jesus’ Death: What about Suffering?” -  Rev. Daniel Doty 
 

 

THE OFFERING 
  Invitation to the Offering 

   Offertory  

“The Palms” - Faure 

Organ: Nancy Lynn Robinson 

© 1926 by G. Schirmer, Inc.  

 (Please stand.) 

   *Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

 

GIVE ONLINE HERE 
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   *Prayer of Dedication 
God of all good gifts, we thank you for showing us how to care 

for each other. May these gifts lead to great feasting for those 

who have no banquets set before them. May these gifts build 

shelters and places of prayer for those who are homeless. May 

these gifts proclaim your desire that all your creation live in 

peace. Give us grateful hearts, O God, in the name of the one who 

came to draw all people to himself, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen.  

WE ARE SENT BY GOD TO BE THE GOOD NEWS 
      *Closing Hymn   

“Near the Cross”  #479 

(words and music on page 9) 

 

 *Benediction 
   *Congregation Response 

 “Go now in peace, never be afraid 

  God will go with you, each hour of every day. 

  Go now in peace, in faith and in love.” 
Go Now in Peace—Besig,  © Harold Flammer Music, A division of Shawnee Press, Inc. 

 

 
 

   Postlude  “Lift Up Your Heads” - arr. Burkhardt 

Organ:  Nancy Lynn Robinson 
  c. 1995 MorningStar Music Publishers.  All rights reserved 
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Tech Team:  Scott Newcomer, Anne Pertick, Diana Fiocca 

Liturgist:    Missy Newcomer  

Ushers:    Joe Labay, Tom Labay, Ken Caldwell, Larry Robinson  

Greeters:  Bill Westfall and Mary Flohr   

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH OUR SERVICE TODAY 

Copyright: A subscription to Liturgy that Matters grants permission for one person or one faith community to use these materials for wor-

ship and preparation. Sharing enfleshed materials further violates the term of the subscription and hinders the well-being of enfleshed and 

its potential to serve the church in growing capacities.  
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THE PRAYER CHAIN CONNECTION    
We pray for the names listed below and also for many other church members and their concerns, 
which remain confidential.  You may call or text Diana Caldwell with your prayer concerns @ 330-
265-5723.      Bl ess  be  G od  who  d id  not  r e fus e  me the  k indness  I  s ought  in  prayer .  Psa lm 

The Ashley Family 

Debbie B. 

The Becking Family 

Katie Ann Bickett 

Joyce Bojarski 

Margarete Boschert 

Jim Brown  

John Calvarese 

Patti Calvarese 

Sue Canavan 

Jim Caplinger 

Mark Clark 

Patty Conely 

Rylin Davis and family 

Sean and Sara Doty 

Mark Downey 

Elaine Engle 

Ron Evans 

Debbie Fickes 

Bonnie Fordham 

Darrell Goodson 

Eleanor Hall 

Sue Hamilton 

Alleen Hilbish 

Jim Jackson  

Gene Jarjabka 

Nancy Johnson 

Anita Kelly-Lahrmer 

Zell Lambert 

Yvonne Larson 

Roberta Lewis 

Bob McPherson 

Melba Moor 

Gary Miller 

Ron Mitchell 

George Nehrenz 

Lynn Norton 

Bob Poff 

David and Jackie Parker 

LTJG John Norton  

Heather Read  

Richard Reynolds 

Alice Sheeler 

Eddie Showalter  

Ensign 5 Kaylie Spear 

Lt. Maxwell Spear  

Richard & Karen Thomason 

Kim and Noel Walters 

Ensign 3 Kaitlyn Wetter  

Don Woerz 

Alzheimer's Care Giver Support Group 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
2026 MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS:  2026 Memorial Scholarship Applications are now available 

online. All parts of the application are due on Thursday, April 2nd, by 3:00 pm. 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATE:  We have completed the approval process and picture collection for our online 

directory. You can now access the directory via your Realm account. Because this directory is digital, 

pictures can be added and contact information can be changed at any time. If you need assistance ac-

cessing your Realm account or uploading a family photo, please scan the QR code and fill out 

the form. 

We prefer that you use the online version of our directory, but if you would like a printed copy, 

you can request one by emailing Cathy Cotter, info@fcctallmadge.org. Please consider a $5 donation if 

requesting a paper version, to help defer the cost of printing. 

 

The 2nd and 3rd grade Sunday school class will be touring the Ronald McDonald House on April 

19th.  Please bring your pop tabs in by then so we can donate them that day.   

Questions:  Dianne Drummond 330-701-8231.  
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The 10:00 AM Easter service on April 5 will feature a brass quintet sponsored by our "Special Music 

Fund.” Please consider contributing to this fund as a memorial or honorary gift.  Simply fill out this 

form, then place it in the offering plate or return it to the church office with your check made out to 

First Congregational Church of Tallmadge.  In the memo line at the bottom of your check, please write 

“Easter Special Music Donation.”  Names of those honored will be listed in the bulletin.    

Forms must be returned to the office by March 29nd. 

 

Name _______________________________________________________Phone No. _______________________________ 

 

Total amount enclosed $ ____________________    

If you are ordering flowers and donating money for music, PLEASE PROVIDE 2 SEPARATE CHECKS 

 

Message______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Special Music Donation 2026 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday:  9:00 am—3:00 pm 

Fridays—9:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

85 HERITAGE DR  |  TALLMADGE, OH 44278 

 

Rev. Daniel J. Doty, Senior Minister 

Nancy Lynn Robinson, Choir Director/Organist 

Wendy Brown, Director of Family Ministries 
 

IN PERSON | PARKING LOT | ONLINE WORSHIP  

SUNDAYS AT 10:00 AM 
 

Tallmadge Good Neighbors will give gift cards to families in need of assistance at 

this time of year. Gift cards from grocery stores and department stores like 

Walmart, Target, and Meijer would be appreciated. In order to support these 

families, please bring gift cards to church and put them in the offering plate or 

give them to Cathy in the office by March 30th.  

Returning to Our Roots Giving Wall:  Our confirmands and their leaders are heading 

to Boston next month as they begin a special journey to explore the roots of our an-

cestors. We invite you to support them through our Returning to Our Roots Giving 

Wall. Simply choose an envelope and donate the amount listed. Envelopes can be 

placed in the offering plate, in the designated collection box, or returned to Anne Per-

tick in the church office. You are also encouraged to leave a note of encouragement 

for our youth travelers. Thank you for supporting our confirmands as they take part in 

this important journey of faith and discovery. 


